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INTRODUCTION

Mafia groups and international criminal syndicates serve as tools of statecraft, hybrid warfare, and
self-enrichment to those in the Putin regime. The KGB-organized crime nexus in Soviet times and
its subsequent evolution is a neglected topic in Western analysis, but it is crucial for understanding
the Putin system and its possible futures.

This alliance has expanded and become more deeply intertwined under Putin, according to open-
source evidence. For example, the FSB’s role in guarding regime security, controlling society, and
fighting corruption has expanded while the FSB itself has become increasingly corrupt and
criminalized. Western experts have also noted intensifying Russian secret service use of organized
crime networks for intelligence gathering and influence operations in the West, including “strategic
corruption” activities.

In this webinar, six experts will examine the Chekist-organized crime nexus, the impact of Russia’s
2022 invasion of Ukraine, and the future — concerning both Putin’s regime and Russian subversive
activity abroad. The webinar is open to the public/free of charge


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7yEYL6hbpI

The Gino Germani Institute for Social Sciences and Strategic studies is a Rome-based
think tank devoted to the defense and renewal of liberal democracy and the open society.



